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Aomori Prefecture, located next to Iwate, is full of attractions. Especially in this cold winter, the warm stove

train experience is truly exceptional. Be sure to check out Xu's report!

Aomori's Winter Secluded: Tsugaru Railway Stove Train Journey

Rereading Dazai Osamu's "Tsugaru”, | found the reason to go to Aomori again. This place,
which is not prominent on the Japanese tourist map, has nurtured the souls of countless writers
and artists. Aomori, a lonely, peaceful and gentle place, always makes people fascinated. Although
Aomori in summer is famous for its summer resort and "Aomori Sleeping Demon Festival”, if |
want to really touch the soul of Aomori, | will definitely step on this pure land in winter. Here, a
real snow country painting will slowly unfold in front of you. There is no other place to experience

the unique winter limited activities here, especially the unforgettable stove train.



Fig. 1 Train in heavy snow

Tsugaru Railway is one of the most famous railways in Aomori. It is not only a major
transportation route connecting the city and the countryside, but also a flowing landscape. From
December to March every year, Tsugaru Railway will run a special train-stove train, which has

become a major feature of Aomori in winter.
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Fig.2 Train Route Guide B4R/ A N)

The Stove Train runs between Goshogawara Eki (FFTJIIJEER) and Tsugaru-Nakasato Eki

(3E#RHEER) on the Tsugaru Peninsula, with a total length of 20.7 kilometers and a travel time
of about 45 minutes. This is not just a simple journey, but a heartwarming experience of traveling
through the snow country. The carriage is equipped with traditional Japanese stove equipment,
burning coal, providing a warm haven for travelers. Here, you can buy dried squid, grill it on the
stove yourself, and enjoy the warmth brought by the charcoal fire and the aroma of food. The
three-carriage retro train slowly travels in the white snow. You drink Aomori's specialty apple juice
and eat freshly grilled dried squid. There is an endless snow scene outside the window, as if you
are in a quiet and warm "snow world". Everything is so pure that time seems to have slowed down

here.



Fig. 3 A stove roasting the fragrant squid

Take the Stove Train, get off at "Kanagi Eki" (£7KEBR) , and walk 5 minutes to Shayokan:
Dazai Osamu Memorial Museum. (FIB5EE: K3EJA5CaEE) Thisis not just a simple sightseeing,

but a journey into the world of Dazai Osamu's literature.

The Sunset House is a mansion built by Dazai Osamu's father in Meiji 40. Dazai Osamu was
born here and spent his teenage years here. This building witnessed Dazai Osamu's growth and
carried many of his memories. Later, the mansion was converted into the Dazai Osamu Memorial

Hall, named after his work "The Sunset”. The museum houses Dazai Osamu's original manuscripts,



published books, daily necessities, etc., and also provides Dazai Osamu's same cloak for tourists to

try on.

Walking on the old wooden floor of the Sunset House, you can look back on Dazai Osamu's
life and feel the bright and complex emotions in his writing. Hometown is a rare bright place in
Dazai Osamu's works, and there are many of his memories here. At this moment, you and the
characters in the story overlap in the same scene, like some kind of time travel... Mysterious and

wonderful.

Dazai Osamu wrote in "Tsugaru” that the snow in his hometown can be divided into seven
types: powder snow, grain snow, soft snow, water snow, solid snow, coarse snow, and ice snow.
This is why the "Tsugaru Seven Snows" got its name. Perhaps because there are few tourists, the

snow here is purer than Hokkaido and has a more peaceful beauty.

In addition to the stove train, Aomori also has many winter-only experiences. For example,
hiking in the snow, feeling the purity and tranquility of the snow; or relaxing in the hot springs and

enjoying the hot spring experience in the snow scenery.

Aomori, a place that is not prominent on the Japanese tourist map, has a unique winter
charm. Here, you can take the stove train to experience a heartwarming journey in the snow
country; you can walk into the Sunshine Pavilion to experience the literary world of Dazai Osamui;
you can walk in the snow and feel the purity of the "Tsugaru Seven Snows". Aomori, a peaceful

and warm place, is waiting for you to discover and experience.

PS: It should be noted that the stove train has only three round trips per day, departing from

Goshogawara eki and returning to Tsugaru-Nakasato eki. When purchasing your ticket, remember



to pay the additional stove fee so that you can board the stove-heated train and enjoy this unique

journey.
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Fig.4 Tsugaru

Railway Schedule
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