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| am here in Morioka with American college students for a semester
study-abroad program. Most colleges and universities in the US
encourage students to consider studying abroad. In 2022-2023, 1% of all
American students took part in a study-abroad program. More than half
of them studied in Spain, ltaly, the UK, France or Ireland, but new
research shows that students are beginning to apply to more programs
and to more countries.

What is the situation in Japan? Japan is recruiting more international
students, and a recent initiative aims to increase both the number of
international students coming to Japan and the number of domestic
students studying abroad. Why do only about 30% of Japanese young
people express a desire to study abroad, while the number is over 50% in
Western countries and South Korea?

In this presentation, | will discuss why students choose to study abroad
and the benefits to them and to the institutions, and countries, where
they attend. | will focus on current trends, particularly looking at the
United States and Japan. | will also discuss important points to consider
when preparing for a study abroad program. | aim to end with advice for

how to make a study-abroad experience successful.
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