
JPNS341

I nstructor:

Meetings:

Language, Culture, Society, and lwate

Course Description

Akiko Kakutani, Earlham Co=ege

Thursdays 1 3:00-16:00 lwate University

Course Objectives:

Language reflects culture and society in various ways as a major verbal tool to exchange

information to whom when and how, and as a social, cultural and economic indicator to

connect language to societal conditions and changes･ This course aims to help students to

develop their understanding of the dynamic relationships between language, cuJture and

society focuslng On Japan, and lwate Prefecture. Discussion topICS include characteristics

of the Japanese language, and its language variation, which reflects regl0naJ and culturar

differences, the 一evels of formality, and speech style, and Ianguage in mass media. ln

addition, the course wi" discuss societal issues of language that are related to generation,

occupation, education and technology. The course intends to utilize and maximize

resources provided by lwate Prefecture, such as locaHanguages in lwate, linguistic profiles of

lwate residents, perception of language variation, literary works created by lwate people, and

sofonh.

Class Format:

The first half of each class wi‖ usuaHy start with the introduction of the main toplcs of the day

of class by the instructor･ After that, a student leader w‖ present the summaries of asslgned

readings and comments (10-15 minutes total), and read discussion based on questions s/he

Prepares.

OTHER STUDENTS are also required to read assigned materials and submit a report (400

words) of the assigned readings, which should include (1) the description of main topics of

each reading, (2) its focal points, (3) responses to the reading, and (4) a couple of questions.

This repon is evaluated as part of evidence class preparation and participation. The repon

written by the discussion leader must be sent to the instructor by email on preferably

Wednesday night, but no later than 9:00 0n Thursday mormng･ Other students may
submit it in class. The report must be typed. Hand-written report will not be accepted.

The second half of the cJass wi" plan to be used for hands-on/ fieJd study activities and their

findingsI Some activities wi" be assJgned ahead of time in addition to readings.

A肋ough advanced knowledge and sk=s of Japanese language and culture are not required

in this course, you should be ab一e to tackle with some Japanese ora一 and written data.

Therefore, it is expected and encouraged that they wi" try to use your Japanese language

skills for the projects as much as possible.

Attendance and Participation:

lt is expected that all SICE students attend class un一ess they are sick and report it in advance.

Projects: Written report and presentation:

ln addition to various asslgnmentS Of hands-On activities in class as well as readings, two

projects wi川 be conducted, which require written repons and ora一 presentations (with

PowerPoint).



(1) Language Practice and perception: This is an interview project to find out what languages

Japanese people in Morioka use and how they think about their language habits and

percejve their language variation.

(2) Discove.ring persons who are closely related to lwate Prefecture in the present and past

The project intends to enhance the SICE program and experience.

A report of each project will be 10 to 12 pages (double spaced) long excluding data. The

presentation will be15 minutes long with questions and answers.

The repon must include:

a) objectives of the projecuresearch

b) existing studies and data (if available)

C) method(S) of research

d) findin9S

e) evaluation/conclusion of the research

f) bibliography

Journa一 Writin9:

You w‖ attentive一y obseⅣe lan9ua9e Practice in your immediate environments, host families

and schools, events broadcasted on TV, newspapers, and Internet, and write about what you

have found, are finding out concernLng language/verbal phenomena. Any topICS are

accepted as far as they interest you and are somehow connected with lan9ua9e Or Verbal

communication. You'" write twice a week. each of which wi" not exceed 300 words. Your

observations wi" be shared with others in class. They win be turned in after that.

Examinations:

There w= be no written examination. Quizzes based on assignments, however, may be

occasiona"y gIVen tO Check is we are all on the same page.

Texts:

Gottlieb, Nanette. 2005, Language and Society I'n Japan. Cambridge University Press.

Selected articles (packet):

A Moveab一e Self: The Linguistic lndexing of Uc/7i and Soto

Relationality and the Concept of Self

lnside and Outside

Criteria of Group Formation

Formal Appearance and Inner Feeling: Tatemae and Honne

Front and Rear (Omote and Ura)

Up and Down

Up and Down Etiquette

Spirit of Gambaru

En/yo
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Japanese Junior High School Girls'and Boys'First -Person Pronoun Use and Their

Social World
`Sorry for your kindness': Japanese interactionaJ ritua=n public discourse

English Language Policy and Practice in Japan

ls Japan a Multilingual Society?

The lmportance of "place" in Japanese Politeness: Implication for cross-cultural and

intercurturaJ analyses

Di斤erent PoHteness StrategleS: Japanese and the U.S. American students

Dia一ects

English Language Policy and Practice in Japan

Materials and resources related to Morioka and lwate (to be added later)

Evaluation:

Class participation, and discussion leader

Summaries, Comments and questions of asslgned readings

Assignments: hands-on activities in class, and field work

Journal writing

Prqject (1)

Project (2)

Grading Sca一e:

A+　100-98

B+　　89.9-87

C+　　79.9 - 77

D+　　69.9 - 67
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Schedule (tentative) SICE, 2012

Date 彦��ｦ72�Date 彦���72�

8/30 免蹠&�V7F柳��9/6 彪6��6��6�6W�F�6Tｦbﾆw&���F��'��&V�F匁s､v�Fﾆ坊V#､6ゅ�b���茶"茶2茶B��ﾆV�FW#｢�

9/13 彪6��6��6�6W�F�6Vfbﾆw&���F��'��&V�F匁s､v�CﾖVV#､6ゅ�b�コ茶b茶r茶ｒヲ茶����ﾆV�FW#｢�9/20 犯�誣V�vVF庸W'6宥末荐�����&V�F匁s､v�Dｦ坊V#､6ゅ"b���B��ﾆV�FW#｢�

10/4 犯�誣V�vV�襷芳V蹤宥��10/ll ��&W6V蹤�F柳罕�&�V7C��

Reading:Gottljeeb:Ch,3,4 Leader: 僖ue:writtenreportofProject1 

10/18 犯�纓V�vRﾆvV襷W"ﾆ�襷�vR���友V觚72�&V�F匁s｢�ﾂ茶�"茶�R��ﾆV�FW#｢�10/25 犯�纓V�vUf�&��F柳��&V�F悶茶�b茶�r��ﾆV�FW#｢�

ll/1 犯�誣V�vVVGV6�Fｦ�ｲ�ｦ���觚6V�襯V誚ﾆ�6��&V�F匁r��ｒ�ﾆV�FW#｢�ll/8 幡���觚6W&V�F匁v�襾w&友匁r�&V�F匁s､v�Fｦﾆ坊V#､6ゅR�ﾆV�FW#｢�

ll/15 犯�纓V�vV�襷ﾖVF��ｷFV6�����&V�F悶豆v�I�ﾆVV#､6ゅr�ﾆV�FW#｢�ll/22 貿坊ﾆGG&���

ll/29 ��&W6V蹤�F柳罕�'�ｦV7C"�GVS･w&宥FV�&W��'F��&�V7C"�12/6 婦&��ﾗW��
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